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Your Guide to Relocating 

to Dublin

Disclaimer: To the best of our knowledge, the information in this document is correct.  Much of it has been compiled using information gathered from the web, and so we cannot guarantee that it is fully accurate.   This document has been put together at the time of the euro changeover, so euro rates are quoted at the exact Irish pound equivalent at the time of print.

Introduction to Ireland 
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Ireland is situated west of the United Kingdom and is the westernmost island in Europe. The population of the Republic of Ireland is reaching 4 million. Of those, over 1 million live in the greater Dublin area. 

The Republic of Ireland is a parliamentary democracy with two houses of parliament, an elected President who is head of state and a Prime Minister (Taoiseach) who is head of government. Northern Ireland is part of the UK (the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) and is governed directly from London

Ireland’s Climate

The relatively warm waters of the Gulf Stream and the southwestern winds from the Atlantic influence Ireland’s climate. As a result temperatures are fairly uniform across the whole country. The coldest months are from January and February with temperatures averaging between 4 and 7 degrees Celsius. The warmest months are from July to August with average temperatures of 20+ degrees Celsius. Finally the sunniest months are May and June, averaging five to seven hours of sunshine per day.
Capital, Coast And Country

It is possible to travel around Dublin city without it being exhausting. To the north of the city are some of the country's most important historic sites to the west there are the plains of Kildare and to the south the Wicklow mountains.

Southeast Ireland is mainly composed of sandy beaches and rolling countryside. Wexford county has seaside resorts with long beaches while Kilkenny is a mediaeval town with fine buildings to visit. In Waterford there is the famous crystal factory to visit. 
The mountains and peninsulas of the south and southwest coasts offer breathtaking scenery. Many tour companies operate around Killarney and its lakes, the Ring of Kerry and the Dingle Peninsula. Cork, Ireland's second city, is home to Murphy's stout and host to the world-famous Jazz Festival.

Limerick and Galway are the main cities of Ireland's West Coast. Outside Galway city is Connemara, uniquely typical of the western coastline with its stony land, mountains, rivers and marshes. The Burren, in Co. Clare, is rich in flora and prehistoric monuments. Donegal, on the north-west coast, is one of the least polluted places in Europe and has fine links courses for golfers. 
Ireland’s famous Shannon river flows through three great lakes to join the Atlantic some 230 miles south. The Shannon basin has no heavy industry and the river carries no commercial traffic. Cruiser hire companies provide boats and riverside facilities for the growing numbers of visitors.

Introduction to Dublin 

Although the high-tech industrial boom that boosted the Irish economy in recent years has slowed, new restaurants and hotels continue to set up next door to traditional pubs and guesthouses. A lot of construction work aimed at improving the city's infrastructure is also evident when travelling around the city. Dublin is rapidly changing to an exciting commercial center. 

The following points attempts to address any questions you might have relating to moving to Ireland and working and living in Dublin. 

1. Price of Consumer Goods in Ireland 

2. Tax
3. Banking
4. Housing
5. Health
6. Entertainment
7. Getting Around Dublin
1. Price of Consumer Goods in Ireland 

Inflation in Ireland has been very high for the last number of years causing many prices to increase. More recently inflation rates have fallen and slowed down and competition I many sectors has increased resulting in falling prices. The increase in competition has seen many new international companies enter the Irish retail market place. Today Ireland’s main supermarkets are:

Dunnes Stores
Tesco
Lidl
Aldi
SuperValu
Superquinn
Centra
Mace
Marks & Spencers

Spar
Depending on where you shop prices can vary greatly. The following table indicates the prices of a number of common consumer products from Tesco (many products quoted are own brand).

	Product
	Average Price 

(in euros)



	1 litre Fresh Milk
	€0.86

	2 litre Fresh Milk
	€1.19

	Sugar 
	€0.69

	Butter
	€0.79

	Bread (white sliced)
	€0.65

	Eggs x 12
	€1.59

	Tea Bags 
	€1.26

	Jar of Instant coffee
	€1.89

	Pasta (500g)
	€0.49

	Rice (1kg)
	€1.64

	Potato (2.5kg)
	€3.55

	Budweiser (500ml can)
	€1.79

	Carlsberg 330ml x 12
	€13.99

	Bottle of Wine (75cl)
	€5.45


2. Tax

The Irish tax year currently runs from 1st January to 31st December each year. Details of PRSI, PAYE, Income Tax rates and Emergency Tax are available at the following website: http://www.revenue.ie
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PRSI (Pay Related Social Insurance)

The vast majority of employees, full- and part-time, and self-employed people, pay PRSI. These contributions are paid into a special Social Insurance Fund to contribute toward the cost of social welfare benefits and pensions. 

Personal Public Service Number

A PPS number is a citizens unique reference number for dealings with the Public Service, including social welfare, tax, education and Health services eligibility.

The PPS number replaces the existing Revenue and Social insurance Number (RSI number).  If you already hold an RSI number you do not need to apply for a PPS No., as it automatically becomes your PPS number.

PAYE (Pay As You Earn) Income Tax System

If you are paid through an Irish payroll, you must pay PAYE and your employer is obliged to deduct it from your salary (unless your earnings are lower than the PAYE entry level) and pay it to the Revenue Commissioners. The obligations on employers to make PAYE deductions are strict and employers have no discretion in the amount deducted. They can only act on information supplied on your tax-free allowance certificate. This information is also contained in your P45 when you leave your employer. It is your own responsibility to obtain a valid tax-free allowance (TFA) certificate. If you are new to Ireland or have not worked here since the start of the current tax year then you need to complete Form 12A, which is available from your employer or any tax office.   Form 12A is also available at: http://www.revenue.ie/
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Income Tax (PAYE) Rates

Income Tax rates change annually.  Current tax rates on taxable income are available at the following website: http://www.revenue.ie
Emergency Tax

If your new employer does not receive either a certificate of tax-free allowance from the tax office or a P45 from you, they are obliged to deduct tax on an emergency basis when paying your salary. Under this system, a temporary tax-free allowance is given for the first month of employment, after which tax deductions are increased progressively. If you are paid weekly, the temporary tax-free allowance is 1/52 of the single personal allowance; if paid monthly it is 1/12. 

Once your employer receives details of your tax-free allowances, you will receive any rebate due in your next pay packet. 

TAX Office Information

For personal tax queries or reliefs you should contact the tax office at:

Dublin PAYE District

85 – 93 Lr. Mount Street

Dublin 2

Tel: ++353 1 661 6444  or Email:   paye2@revenue.ie 
How much will I earn after Tax?

The following link to an Irish online tax calculator will allow you to simulate your monthly pay after tax (PAYE) and PRSI deductions. 

www.esatclear.ie/~grabe/TaxCalc/TaxCalc.html
A few simulations* are shown in the table below.

	Salary (€)
	Monthly Net Pay



	€19,000
	€1,407.00

	€20,000
	€1,468.67

	€21,000
	€1,530.34

	€22,000
	€1,592.01

	€23,000
	€1,653.67

	€24,000
	€1,715.34

	€25,000
	€1,777.01

	€26,000
	€1,838.67

	€27,000
	€1,900.34

	€28,000
	€1,962.01

	€29,000
	€2,005.34

	€30,000
	€2,048.67


* Note: These simulations are based on the 2004 budget and tax allowances for a single person

3. Banking

Most employers pay their employees by transferring their salaries directly into a bank account of their choice.  Therefore, you will need to open a bank account with an Irish Bank.  To do this you will need to present the following to the bank: a current passport or driving license as identification, and also an utility bill e.g. Gas, ESB, telephone or Bank statement verifying your current address.
For excellent information on Banking and Finance in Ireland, go to the following link:

www.workingandliving.com 

4. Housing 

Housing in Ireland is currently at a premium with property prices in Dublin amongst the highest in Europe. One of the biggest expenses you can expect to incur in Dublin is that related to renting or buying a house or apartment. 

It is most common for people working in Ireland to rent a room in a house or to flat share. 

Average Rental Prices:

· EUR450 p/month for a room in a 3 bedroom house

· EUR1,600 p/month for a 4 bedroom house

· EUR1,100 p/month for a 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom apartment 

· EUR750 p/month for a 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom apartment

· EUR600 p/month for a studio apartment

When looking rent or buy accommodation in Dublin these sites are a good place to visit

www.daft.ie 

www.myhome.ie 

5. Health 

Health Services

Anyone who resides in Ireland, or who moves there, and is being recognised as being resident in the state is eligible for health services.  This eligibility depends on income, but the services that one can expect are:

· In-Patient public hospital services in public wards, including consultant services (subject to certain charges).

· Outpatient public hospital services in public wards, including consultant services (subject to certain charges).

· Attendance at Accident and Emergency departments (subject to certain charges)

· A maternity and infant care service, including GP services during pregnancy, and for six week after the birth.

· A refund on expenditure for prescribed drugs and medicines, in excess of a specified amount.

· Drugs and medicines for the treatment of certain specified long-term illnesses.

More information on Health Services in Ireland can be found at www.doh.ie. 

Health Insurance

Should you wish to attend a hospital privately, you will need to pay, or else be covered by health insurance. VHI and BUPA are the two main health insurers who provide health insurance.   

For more information on the services that VHI and BUPA provide, visit their websites at 

www.vhihealthcare.ie 

www.bupaireland.ie.
7. Entertainment

Dublin offers a variety of things to see and do. There are many galleries, museums, parks, churches and theatres to visit, most notable sights include Trinity College, Dublinia, Kilmainham Gaol, Dublin Castle and Temple Bar. 

With Dublin’s recent economic growth many new restaurants, bars and pubs have opened up. It is impossible to list them all but a good site to visit is 

www.entertainment.ie. 
7. Getting Around Dublin 
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By Foot

It is very easy to find your way around the city by foot, for assistance please refer to the map attached, for a more holistic view visit:

www.msn.maps.expedia.com/pub/agent.dll
By Car

Holders of a driving licence from the following list of countries may exchange their licence for an Irish one for the same vehicle class, upon taking up permanent residence in Ireland, without having to sit a driving test:

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Gibraltar, Greece, Iceland, Isle of Man, Italy, Japan, Jersey, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, UK.

If you are from any of the above countries, and intend to drive in Ireland, you would be well advised to make sure that your current licence is in order.  This is because there is a long waiting list to take the test (especially in Dublin), and the pass rate for first-time exams is quite low.

If your county of origin is not listed above, you must pass the Irish driving test before an Irish driving licence will be granted.  A provisional licence may be obtained in the meantime, but a written examination must be completed before a provisional licence is issued.

The Irish driving test consists of a short oral examination of the rules of the road plus a short road test, which covers hill starts, reversing around corners and a three-point turn.    The department of the environment deals with driving tests, and they can be contacted by calling 00 353 96 70677.

Getting around the Dublin region can easily be done using public transport i.e the bus, DART (Dublin Area Rapid Transport), hired car or taxi. The city is also easily traversed by bicycle for those who enjoy a more energetic approach to transport.

Dublin’s Public Transport

Bus

Bus services in Dublin city and county are provided by Dublin Bus. They operate from 06.00 -23.30 on weekdays with a limited late night bus service (Nitelinks) on Thursday, Friday and Saturday departing the city centre every 20 minutes from 00.30 till 04.30. Timetables for buses including details of various money-saving commuter and tourist tickets are sold in retail shops and other stores throughout the Dublin region. 

The Dublin Bus Information Office is located at 59 Upper O'Connell Street and there is also a Dublin Bus desk in the Dublin Tourism Centre, Suffolk Street, Dublin 2 

Tel: +353 1 8734222

www.dublinbus.ie
Bus Eireann operates bus services from Dublin to the rest of Ireland. Busaras, the central bus station is located on Amiens Street. 

Tel: +353 1 836 6111 

info@buseireann.ie, www.buseireann.ie
	Aircoach a private operator runs its distinctive blue air-conditioned luxury coaches between Dublin Airport and the centre and south of the city, servicing many of the hotels and B&Bs. The service runs 24 hours a day.

Tel:+353 1 8447118

aircoach@iol.ie, www.aircoach.ie
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DART (Dublin Area Rapid Transport) 

The DART suburban rail service operates between Malahide at the Northernmost tip of the scenic eastern coastal strip, and Greystones to the South. Enquire at any of the 25 stations along the route about train times and the variety of travel ticket options available.

Tel:+3531 7033504

www.dart.ie
Trains 

Trains serving all parts of Ireland are run by the State transport company, CIE. There are two main train stations in the city, Connolly and Heuston. Visitors travelling from the South and West will arrive at Heuston Station, a short hop from the centre by bus or taxi. Those arriving from the North, North West and the South East arrive at Connolly Station, which is a short walk from O'Connell Street. Tel: +353 1 8366222

www.irishrail.ie
 

By Taxis 

Taxis can be hailed, hired at taxi ranks or booked by telephone. Three of the main taxi ranks in the city centre are located on O'Connell Street, Dame Street and St. Stephens Green. 
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